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INTRODUCTION
This is the 23rd year of The Sunday Times Virgin Atlantic Fast
Track 100, the league table of Britain’s private companies with the
fastest-growing sales. Virgin Atlantic is the title sponsor of the
league table, and Barclays, BDO, BGF, and N+1 Singer are main
sponsors. The league table identifies the fastest-growing companies
across all sectors except technology, which is covered in our sister
league table, Tech Track 100.
Over the past 23 years, the Fast Track 100 has become the definitive
barometer of privately-owned growth companies in the UK and has
featured many companies that have gone on to greater success. Past
stars include ARM Holdings, which was acquired by Japan's SoftBank
for £24bn in 2016; B&M Retail, which floated in 2014 valued at
£2.7bn and is now worth £3.9bn; and FeverTree, who floated in 2014
valued at £154m, and is now worth £2.6bn.

James Butterfield (right) and Tim Bouscarle founded Chilly's, our
No 1 company, which grew its sales 284% to £31.5m this year

1,633 companies have featured on the Fast Track 100 over the 23
years. 41 companies have floated, 413 have been been acquired,
and just 15% (255) have gone bust; despite 50% of new companies
typically failing after four years.
This year’s 100 companies achieved, on average, sales growth of 78%
a year over their last three years of accounts, to a combined total of
£3bn. They employ 16,800 staff, and have added more than 11,000
jobs over the same three-year period, some as a result of acquisitions.
Some of this year's household names include makeup brand Charlotte
Tilbury (No 46), sports nutrition brand Grenade (No 39) and brewer
BrewDog (No 57).

Top 10 companies on the league table
Rank
2019 Company
[2018] Activity

HQ location

1

Chilly's Bottles
Reusable bottle brand

Central London

2

Junkyard Golf Club
Mini golf course operator

3

Annual sales
growth over 3
yrs †
FYE

Latest
sales
£000 Staff Founded Comment
Name inspired by how the bottles can keep drinks
cold and chilly, or hot like a chilli pepper

Jul 19

284.01%

*31,471

15 2010

Manchester

Mar 19

204.21%

*12,841

230 2015

Giant bears, fairground rides and scrapped cars all
feature on its crazy golf courses

Curve
Workplace design & construction

Berkshire

Sep 19

186.16%

*9,241

16 2006

Designed office with a star-shaped entrance and a
racetrack carpet for children's charity Make-A-Wish

4

Performance54
Golf marketing agency

Surrey

Apr 19

181.13%

*6,190

16 2015

The number '54' represents the perfect round of
golf; 18 birdies

5

Xpress Centres
Car repair services

Banbury

Jul 19

178.24%

*5,633

65 2014

Carries out 15,000 bodywork repairs per year in
supermarket car parks

6
[4]

Missoma
Online jewellery brand

West London

Mar 19

165.91%

*11,991

43 2008

The brand is popular among younger royals
including the Duchess of Sussex

7

Ooni
Pizza oven manufacturer

Edinburgh

Dec 18

148.13%

*9,987

28 2012

Says its Koda oven can reach a temperature of 500
degrees celsius and cook a pizza in 60 seconds

8
[1]

Evergen Group
Solar panel installer

Maidenhead

May 19

142.97%

12,818

25 2011

Installed a CityTree, an anti-pollution device
equivalent to 275 trees, at Piccadilly Circus

9

Childs Farm
Children's toiletries maker

Hampshire

Dec 18

142.72%

*179,546

28 2010

Its products are available in more than 7,500 UK
stores and launched in New Zealand this August

Gymshark
Fitness clothing retailer

Solihull

Jul 19

141.26%

*5,575

300 2012

10
[12]

† compound annual growth rate between 2015/16 and 2018/19

© 2019 Fast Track 100

Has launched a “try now, pay later” service for customers in
the UK and Scandinavia

* supplied by company

fasttrack.co.uk
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Growth in sales
>150%

Overview

6
27

80-150%
60-80%

This year’s Fast Track 100 companies increased their sales by
an average of 78% a year over three years from a combined
total of £662m to £3bn up from £1.6bn on the first league
table in 1997

•

Combined operating profits of the 100 companies were
£272m in 2018/19, up from £48m in 2015/16

•

Four in every five companies (81) are majority-owned by an
entrepreneur and/or founders

•

Services (56 companies) and retail (31) are the dominant
sectors on the league table

•

Just under half of companies are based in London (30) and
the southeast (19)

19

50-60%
40-50%

23
25

Number of companies in each range of compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of sales over latest 3 years

Characteristics of a typical Fast Track 100 company
Sales
Average growth over three years
Sales in 2015/16
Sales in 2018/19

78% pa
£6.6m
£29.7m

Profits
Average operating profit in 2018/19
Typical margin

£2.7m
12%

Staff
Typical number of staff in 2018/19
Typical increase in staff over three years

20-500
49%

Company characteristics
London & southeast (49)
Services (56)
2010
Entrepreneur and/or
founder (81)
PE/VC, angel or corporate investment
34
Region
Sector
Founded
Majority ownership

•

Key themes
Women founders: There are 28 female founders, co-founders, or
chief executives running 26 businesses on this year’s league table,
the highest number in the 23 years of Fast Track 100 (page 11).
International activity: Two thirds of the companies (66) have
expanded overseas to boost revenue growth, up from 23 companies on the first Fast Track 100 in 1997 (page 12).
Northern stars: 22 companies this year are based in the North of
England, up from 16 last year (page 13).
Casual dining: Despite difficult trading conditions in the casual
dining market, eight restaurant chains appear on this year's league
table (page 14).
External capital: Thirty-four companies have raised external
capital from PE/VC firms, business angels, crowdfunding or
corporate investors down from 40 in 2018 (page 15).
Sustainability: Companies' growing awareness of climate change
and its importance to consumers has led at least 35 companies to
initiate or adopt green schemes (page 16).
Social media: The 100 companies have a combined following
across Twitter, Facebook and Instagram of 30m; social media
is used not only to drive sales but also as a means of engaging
customers (page 17).

© 2019 Fast Track 100
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KEY STATISTICS

Sales breakdown

Sales breakdown

16

>£50m

25

£21-50m

29

£10-20m

•

The top ranked company, London-based reusable bottle
brand Chilly’s, grew sales by an average 284.01% a year, from
£556,000 in 2016 to £31.5m in 2019

•

The 100th ranked company is footwear brand Vivobarefoot,
also based in London. Its sales grew 43.57% a year, from
£8.8m in 2016 to £26.2m in 2019

•

Fitness clothing brand Gymshark (No 10) reported the highest
sales on the table at £179.5m. Floodlight company Midstream
Lighting (No 34) had the lowest sales at £5m

•

70 of the companies had sales of more than £10m in their
latest year, with 16 reporting sales above £50m, including five
with sales of more than £100m

30

<£10m

Number of companies in each range

Companies with the biggest sales
Rank

Company
Activity

2018/19
sales £m

10

Gymshark
Fitness clothing retailer

179.5

57

BrewDog
Brewery

171.6

46

Charlotte Tilbury
Beauty products retailer

145.4

67

END.
Online menswear retailer

134.7

35

Revolution Beauty
Beauty products retailer

112.6

Staff and job creation
•

The 100 companies employed more than 16,800 people in
2018/2019, which accounts for average revenue per member
of staff of c.£176,400

•

More than 11,000 jobs have been added by the 100 companies over
the past three years, more than trebling their combined workforce

•

However, some of these additional jobs are a result of
acquisitions. For example, landscape maintenance firm
Nurture Landscapes (No 65) more than doubled staff to
1,093 between 2017 and 2019, as the result of its acquisition
strategy, which has seen it buy 23 companies to date

•

The biggest employers on the league table are catering
company Aspens Services (No 88), with 2,172 employees, the
majority of which are school catering staff retained when the
company takes over a contract, and brewery and restaurant
chain BrewDog (No 57) employing 1,247 people

•

18 companies directly employed fewer than 25 staff, including
luxury bathroom retailer Lusso Stone (No 27) with 12 staff and
sales of £12.7m, and logistics company Candour Logistics (No
24) with 17 staff and sales of £56.4m

Number of employees
8

>500

22

151-500
101-150

3

7

Foundation date
21

51-100

24

26-50
<25

18

Fast Track 100 companies are typically young, with 96 founded since
2000, and 18 launched in the last five years. Nine companies were
founded in 2015, the latest year of eligibility, including mini golf
course operator Junkyard Golf Club (No 2), fast-fashion retailer
Oh Polly (No 13), and Chinese restaurant chain Tattu (No 48).

Number of companies in each staff range

© 2019 Fast Track 100
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Profitability

10 companies with biggest operating profits

Rank

Company
Activity

67

END.
Online menswear retailer

10

Profits Sales
OP
£m
£m margin

FYE
Mar 19

27.0

134.7

20%

Gymshark
Fitness clothing retailer

Jul 19

18.5

179.5

10%

35

Revolution Beauty
Beauty product retailer

Dec 18

16.0

112.6

14%

36

Aerfin
Aircraft & spares services

Dec 18

12.7

84.4

15%

1

Chilly's Bottles
Beauty product retailer

Jul 19

11.4

31.5

36%

25

Northern Gas & Power
Energy consultancy

Dec 18

8.4

29.6

28%

61

Twinkl
Apr 19
Educational resources supplier

7.9

18.9

42%

98

Hamilton Court FX
Foreign exchange services

Mar 19

7.6

15.3

50%

62

Plimsoll Productions
TV show producer

Mar 19

7.5

37.3

20%

39

Grenade
Sports nutrition brand

Dec 18

7.0

44.2

16%

•

Fast Track 100 companies are required to make an operating
profit of at least £500,000 in their most recent financial period

•

Combined operating profits of the 100 companies were
£272m, up from £48m in 2015/16

•

Online menswear retailer END. (No 67) achieved the highest
operating profits for the second year in a row, making £27m
on sales of £134.7m in 2019

10 companies with biggest operating profits margins

Rank

Company
Activity

FYE

OP* 2018/19 2018/19
margin OP £m sales £m

98

Hamilton Court FX
Mar 19
Foreign exchange services

50%

7.6

15.3

61

Twinkl
Sep 18
Educational resources supplier

42%

7.9

18.9

1

Chilly's Bottles
Beauty product retailer

Jul 19

36%

11.4

31.5

81

BioPhorum
Dec 18
Biophrma forum facilitator

34%

2.3

6.7

26

Vashi
Dec 18
Diamond jewellery retailer

33%

6.9

20.7

99

Airline Component Services
Mar 19
Aircraft parts & repairs

31%

1.9

6.2

2

Junkyard Golf Club
Mar 19
Mini golf course operator

30%

3.8

12.8

25

Northern Gas & Power
Energy consultancy

Dec 18

28%

8.4

29.6

27

Lusso Stone
Luxury bathroom retailer

Sep 19

28%

3.5

12.6

12

Warner's Distillery
Gin distillery

Dec 18

24%

2.6

10.9

© 2019 Fast Track 100

END. (No 67), the online clothing retailer, had the highest profits of any Fast Track 100 company. It stocks
over 400 designer brands, ans ships around 15,000 items every day to customers around the world.

Operating profit margins
•

The average profit margin of the Fast Track 100 companies
was 12.1% in 2018/19

•

Of the 82 companies for which we have data, more than half
(42) increased their profit margins over the last three years.
These include companies such as bodywork repair firm Xpress
Centres (No 5) and digital printing company Prodigi (No 13)

•

Hamilton Court FX (No 98) achieved the highest profit margins
with 50%. The foreign exchange service had an operating
profit of £7.6m on sales of £15.3m in 2019

fasttrack.co.uk
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Ownership

Roger Wade's firm Boxpark (No 22) secured backing from Sir Charles
Dunstone, the founder of Carphone Warehouse and Talk Talk Group

PE and/
or VC

Corporate
investors

18
11
5

© 2019 Fast Track 100

81 companies are majority-owned by an entrepreneur and/
or founders, such as distillery Tarquin’s Cornish Gin (No 29),
which is 100% owned by founder Tarquin Leadbetter

•

Five are majority-owned by a private equity/venture capital
firm (PE/VC), such as protein bar manufacturer Grenade (No
39), which sold a majority stake to Lion Capital in 2017, in a
deal that valued the company at £72m

•

Three companies are majority-owned by management, including
television production company Plimsoll Productions (No 62)

•

Six are majority-owned by business angels, such as
womenswear brand Needle & Thread (No 69), which is backed
by the Jatania family, the toiletries and property tycoons

•

Five are majority-owned by families, including housebuilding
firm Braidwater Group (No 55), which is entirely owned by the
McGinnis family

External capital

External investor breakdown

Business
angels

•

A third of companies (34) have secured equity investment from
PE/VC, business angels, crowdfunding investors, or corporations
(compared with last year’s 40).
•

18 have secured equity investment from PE or VC investors

•

5 companies are majority-owned by PE/VC firms

•

13 are minority-backed by PE/VC houses including Charlotte
Tilbury Beauty (No 46), the London-based beauty products
retailer, which was valued at $600m in 2017 when it sold a
minority stake to Sequoia Capital

•

11 companies have received equity investment from business
angels, including diamond jewellery retailer Vashi (No 26), which
has secured £26m in funding from a number of private investors

•

5 companies are backed by corporate investors, including
North London-based Beavertown Brewery (No. 58), which sold
a minority stake to Heineken for £40m in 2018

fasttrack.co.uk
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Sector breakdown

Sector breakdown

Wholesale 4

The two largest sectors are services (56 companies) and retail (31).

Construction 6

•

Services (56) encompasses a wide range of industries, including
leisure, finance, recruitment and business services. Examples
include bodywork repair service Xpress Centres (No 5),
sustainability consultancy Improveasy (No 23) and currency
exhange service Hamilton Court FX (No 98), and

•

Retail (31) mainly comprises companies selling food and
drink, fashion, and home furnishings with examples including
luxury handbag retailer Strathberry (No 16) and clip-on veneer
company INSTAsmile (No 49)

•

Manufacturers (35), including those that outsource to third
parties, are represented by Yorkshire's Brisant Secure (No 18),
which makes locks that are designed to be impenetrable, and
distillery Eden Mill (No 38), which creates craft gin and whisky
in St Andrews

•

Construction (6) includes Berkshire-based workplace designer
Curve (No 3), which uses virtual reality to show clients what
their new offices will look like

•

Wholesalers (4) include Phoenix Cellular (No 40), which
refurbishes used mobile phones, and heating and plumbing
merchant Flame Heating Group (No 76)

Retail
31

Services
56

Manufacturing
35

Note: companies can operate in more than one sector.
Sector refers to large segments of the economy, whereas
industry refers to similar business activity types.

Industry breakdown

Industry breakdown
•
28

Consumer goods

Consumer goods (28) include firms selling their own branded
products, such as Charlotte Tilbury Beauty (No 46), which creates
high-end beauty products. It also includes companies supplying
others’ products, such as Brand Alley, (No 89) an online retailer
that stocks premium fashion, home and beauty brands
Consumer goods-related firms represent combined sales of
£1.1bn and employ 3,210 people

16

Food & drink

13

Building related

7

Business services

7

Healthcare

7

Leisure

4

Finance

4

Transport

•

Food and drink (16) are represented by restaurant and pub
operators, including steak restaurant chain Flat Iron (No 63) and
pizzeria chain Pizza Pilgrims (No 82). The group also includes
food-to-go manufacturers Real Wrap Co. (No 37) and alcohol
manufacturers such as BrewDog (No 57)
Food and drink accounts for combined sales of £602m and
employs 6,620 people

•

Building-related (13) firms include CField Construction (No
20) a construction contractor that has commenced work on
converting a grade II listed Cornish jail into a luxury hotel
Building-related firms account for combined sales of £462m
and employ 2,200 people

Engineering 3
Oil & gas 3

11

Other

© 2019 Fast Track 100
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Regional breakdown

Regional breakdown of HQ in UK
Scotland
8

Northwest
11
N. Ireland
1

•

11 companies are based in the northeast, including Brisant
Secure, (No 18), a lock and hinge manufacturer based in
Yorkshire, and another 11 are in the northwest, including
Manchester-based online fashion retailer Missy Empire (No 17)

•

Nine companies are headquartered in the Midlands, including
sports nutrition brand Grenade in Solihull (No 39)

•

Four are based in the southwest, including Tarquin’s Cornish
Gin (No 29) and Bristol's Plimsoll Productions (No 62)

•

Eight companies are based in Scotland, compared with
just two last year; they include luxury handbag designer
Strathberry (No 16), which is headquartered in Edinburgh

•

Four companies are based in Wales, three in East Anglia, and
Northern Ireland has the lowest representation with just one –
housebuilder Braidwater (No 55)

Northeast
11
Midlands
9

Wales
4

3
East

4
Southwest

Greater London is home to the highest proportion of Fast Track
100 companies, with 30 based in the capital, down from 34 in
2018. The next best-represented region is the southeast with 19,
compared to 20 last year.

19

London
30

Southeast

Sustained growth
•

52 companies on this year’s list are making their first
appearance on a Fast Track 100 league table, including luxury
travel group Oliver’s Travels (No 80)

•

24 companies appear on the league table for a second consecutive
year, and seven make a third consecutive appearance, including
online cosmetics retailer Cult Beauty (No 28)

•

Four companies have appeared for four years in a row,
including online sportswear retailer Gymshark (No 10)

•

Honest Burgers (No 96) has appeared for five years in a row,
and Grenade (No 39) for the sixth consecutive year

•

BrewDog (No 57) has appeared for a record eight consecutive years.
Its 2018 sales of £172m include £32m of duty.

The table below shows the seven companies that have appeared
for four or more consecutive years:

Companies that have featured on Fast Track100 for four or more consecutive years

© 2019 Fast Track 100

Company
Activity

Latest Rank Rank Rank Rank Rank Rank Rank Rank
sales 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012

BrewDog
Brewery

£172m

57

71

62

64

35

40

Grenade
Sports nutrition developer

£44m

39

47

67

74

65

33

Honest Burgers
Burger restaurant chain

2

£31m

96

91

31

19

Gymshark
Online sportswear retailer

£180m

10

12

12

1

Aerfin
Aircraft and spares services

£84m

36

8

1

6

Tropic Skincare
Beauty products manufacturer

£35m

44

42

32

14

END.
Designer menswear retailer

£135m

67

69

57

80

38

29

fasttrack.co.uk
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23 YEARS OF FAST TRACK 100
Fast Track 100 was launched 23 years ago to recognise Britain’s
private companies with the fastest-growing sales.
The vital statistics of the league table companies have changed
significantly over the last 23 years. The combined sales figure for
all 100 companies has almost doubled to £3bn.
Since its launch, 1,633 companies have featured on the Fast Track
100; 41 companies have floated; 413 have been acquired; and
just 15% (255) have gone bust.
B&M Retail appeared on the Fast Track 100, in 2009 and 2010,
before floating in 2014. It is now worth £3.9bn

Stock market flotations
41 companies have floated on the stock market, including:
•

AJ Bell, the investment platform, first featured in 2010 with
sales of £38.5m. When it floated in December 2018, it was
valued at £651m - it is now worth £1.6bn

•

ARM, the chip designer, featured on the first Fast Track 100 in
1997 with sales of £16.7m, floating the following year. It was
acquired by Japan’s SoftBank in 2016 for £24bn, the largest
acquisition of a European tech business

•

B&M Retail, the discount retailer, first featured in 2009 with sales
of £256m, floated in 2014 at £2.7bn and is now valued at £3.9bn

•

Fever-Tree, the mixer drinks manufacturer, first featured in
2011, with sales of £7m, floated on AIM in 2014 at £154m, and
is now valued at £2.6bn

•

Hotel Chocolat, the chocolate retailer, featured as No 1 in
2008 with sales of £18.4m, floated in 2016 at £167m, and is
now valued at £485m

•

Joules, the lifestyle retailer, first featured in 2008 with sales of
£22m; floated in 2016 valued at £140m and is now worth £214m

•

Loungers, the Bristol based café and bar operator, first
featured as a 'One to watch' in 2013 with sales of £20m, it was
valued at £185m when it floated this April

How the Fast Track 100 has changed
1997

Total
sales

Total
staff

Companies
with
external
investment

£1.6bn

15,500

2019

£3bn

16,800

Failures
21

34

15% of the Fast Track 100 companies have gone bust over the
past 23 years. This compares favourably with the 50% of new
companies that fail within four years.
Companies that have failed include Land of Leather, which first
featured in 2000 before going into liquidation during the recession in
2009; Focus DIY, which featured in 2002 but fell into administration
in 2011 after growing to be the fourth-largest DIY retailer in the UK;
and Spark Energy, which featured in 2014 but ceased trading in
2018 – the seventh energy supplier to fold that year. Café operator
Patisserie Valerie appeared in 2011, before going on to float in 2014;
five years later it went into administration following the discovery of
possible accounting fraud.

Exporters

23

66

Top
company
sales

£12m

£31m

© 2019 Fast Track 100
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Mergers & acquisitions
413 Fast Track 100 alumni companies have merged with or been acquired by other businesses.
Examples include:

Featured on the first league table
in 1997; it floated the following
year and, in 2016, was acquired
by Japan's Softbank for £24bn

Featured on first league table in
1997; agreed a £3.8bn merger
with Dixons in 2014

Featured in 2006 and sold a 50%
stake to TDR Capital in 2015,
before merging with EFR, an
European forecourt operator

Featured in 2013 with sales
of £40m, sold to Unilever in a
reported £150m deal this year

Appeared on five Fast Track 100
league tables, sold a majority
stake to Coca-Cola in 2013,
valuing the company at £440m

First featured in 2005 with sales
of £27.8m; sold to Labelux in
2011 for £500m, and Michael
Kors in 2017 for £896m

First featured in 2010 with sales
of £305m; listed in 2014; in
2016, the company merged with
IHS in a £9bn ($13bn) deal.

Featured in 2009 with sales of
£21m; acquired by PhotoBox in
2011 for £120m

Featured in 2006 with sales of
£21m; sold to Richemont for
£350m; merged with Yoox in
2015, valued at £1.3bn

Featured in 2003 with sales of
£463m, sold to UAE Exchange in
2014 for £1bn

One to Watch in 2014 with sales
of £25m, featured on main table
for three years before being
acquired by Richemont in 2018

First featured in 2009 with sales
of £5.6m; sold to Alibaba's Ant
Financial in 2019 for £550m

© 2019 Fast Track 100
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Example Fast Track 100 alumni

© 2019 Fast Track 100
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KEY THEMES & SELECTED COMPANY PROFILES
On the following pages we profile companies that demonstrate
some of the key themes from this year’s league table.

Women founders

Founder of Mowgli Street Food (No 45) Nisha
Katona spent 20 years working as a barrister
before opening her first restaurant in 2014

13

Oh Polly
Online fashion retailer
Six in ten of the senior managers at this
online fashion retailer are women, well
above industry norms
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

15

Bluefin Trading
Sports equipment supplier
The founders met at Harper Adams
University, where they both studied Land
Managment, and they are now engaged
CAGR†
Sales 2018
Sales 2015
OP 2018
Staff
Founded
Location

75

124.07%
£21.4m*
£1.9m §
£4.3m
168
2015
Glasgow

121.81%
£6.7m *§
£0.6m*
£1m
10
2013
West Yorkshire

Plantforce
Plant hire
Claire Trott founded Plantforce when she
was 28 – it secured a £4.7m investment
from BGF last year
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

50.24%
£35.3m*
£10.4m
£1.5m
140
1999
Bristol

† compound annual growth rate between 2015/16 and 2018/19

© 2019 Fast Track 100

A record high of 28 female founders, co-founders or chief executives
are running 26 businesses on this year's table, compared with 22
women running 20 last year. This is a significant increase from the
seven female-founded companies featured in our first Fast Track 100
in 1997, but marks an increase of just ten from 2002's figure of 17.
Examples include:
Claire Henderson, 31, chief executive and creative director,
graduated from the University of Glasgow with a degree in
aeronautical engineering but decided to go into fashion instead,
co-founding Oh Polly in 2015. The company sells clothes which
it says are designed 'for girls, by girls', and 70% of its senior
management positions are held by women. It now has offices
in Liverpool, Los Angeles, Dhaka and Guangzhou. The company
has capitalised on its 2.4m-strong Instagram following to drive
sales to £21.4m, and in July it collaborated with Instagram star
Demi Rose to launch its first TV advert.

27-year old Charlotte Smith co-founded this sports equipment
supplier in 2013, which sells a range of consumer products,
mainly to Germany, but also to the UK, France and Australia. Its
brands range from Bluefin SUPs, which sells paddleboards, to
Bluefin Active, which sells portable fridges, and Bluefin Fitness,
which sells a range of exercise equipment, from vibration plates
to foldable treadmills. It has used social media to build online
communities, helping to drive sales to an annualised £6.7m last
year. The firm plans to expand the range of gym equipment it
offers and to enter the UAE and Russian markets.

Claire Trott, 48, began working in a car-hire business after she
left school, but decided that renting diggers presented a more
interesting and profitable opportunity. She set up this Bristol
firm in 1999. It now works out of four depots across the South
West and Midlands, and supplies Hinkley Point and HS2 with
excavation equipment. It has 1,300 vehicles available for hire,
with capacity ranging from one to 80 tonnes. The company
received a £4.7m investment from BGF last August. Sales grew
to £35.3m in September.

* supplied by company

§ indicates figures have been annualised
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International activity
Despite uncertainty over Brexit, Britain’s fastest-growing private
companies have continued to successfully boost revenue growth
through international expansion. More than six in ten of the
companies on this year’s table have expanded internationally –
66 companies sell their products or services overseas, including
23 retailers which use ecommerce to enhance sales. This
compares with 63 on last year’s league table – and just 23 on
the first league table in 1997.
Monaco is a key market for Superyacht Tenders
& Toys (No 95)

4

Performance54
Golf marketing agency
The Saudi Arabian government is a key
client: it plans to build 30 golf courses over
the next decade
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

67

END.
Online menswear retailer
Ships 15,000 products a day to its
customers across the world
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

95

181.13%
£6.2m*
£0.3m*§
£0.9m
16
2015
Surrey

52.55%
£134.7m
£37.9m
£27m
464
2005
Newcastle

Superyacht Tenders & Toys
Yacht equipment supplier
Supplies jet skis, submarines and inflatable
slides to superyachts made in Germany and
Holland
CAGR†
Sales 2018
Sales 2015
OP 2018
Staff
Founded
Location

44.84%
£6.6m*
£2.1m*
£0.5m
11
2011
Ipswich

† compound annual growth rate between 2015/16 and 2018/19

© 2019 Fast Track 100

This Surrey-based firm reported sales of £6.2m in 2019, with 70%
of revenue coming from overseas clients, mainly in the Middle
East, Asia Pacific, Spain and Portugal. Founders Jed Moore, 39, and
Matt Selby, 38, started nursery school together, and with university
friend Gary Davidson, 34, combined their skill sets in management,
marketing and communications to start this company which
markets golf events, in 2015. They signed YouTuber Rick Shiels the
same year as a partner – he has gone on to become one of the
most subscribed YouTube golfers in the world, and continues to
represent the company. Future plans involve expansion in Saudi
Arabia and Abu Dhabi, and branching out into other sports.

END. started life as a shop in Newcastle. Its founders, John
Parker and Christiaan Ashworth, both 37, took it online
12 months after launch. It now generates 70% of its sales
overseas. Stocking more than 400 brands and designers
such as Acne Studios, Off-White and Alexander McQueen, its
ecommerce site has around 10m visitors every month. It is
backed by private equity firm Index Ventures, which bought
a minority stake for an undisclosed sum in 2014. In October
2018, it opened its flagship store in London’s Soho, helping to
boost sales to £134.7m in the year to March.

95% of this Ipswich firm’s sales come from overseas, as it
provides jet skis, submarines and giant inflatables to yachtowners around the world. It also gives owners advice on building,
managing and selling their superyachts. Founded in 2011 by
former yacht manager Josh Richardson, 37, and his wife Claire,
42, the firm says it fits out two-thirds of German and Dutch new
builds, as well as supplying toys and accessories to fleets owned
by Middle Eastern royalty. In May, it opened a new toy rental
division in Monaco along with a warehouse in Nice, France.

* supplied by company

§ indicates figures have been annualised
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Northern stars
This year’s table is more regionally diverse than last year's: London
still dominates, but is home to 30 companies, down from 34 last
year. The North is having a resurgence – 22 companies this year
are based in the north of England, up from 16 last year. Of these,
six are from Manchester, including Junkyard Golf Club (No 2),
energy efficiency consultancy Improveasy (No 23), and cocktail bar
chain The Alchemist (No 92). The examples below show a focus on
international expansion as well as regional growth.
Junkyard Golf Club (No 2), which operates minigolf courses throughout the country is based
in Manchester

40

Phoenix Cellular
Mobile phone distributor
Employs 65 staff in its Crewe headquarters,
and is targeting sales of £100m by 2021
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

60

Gravity Active Entertainment
Trampoline park operator
Based in Castleford in West Yorkshire, it
opened its first park there in 2014, and now
has ten sites, incl in Leeds, Hull and Norwich
CAGR†
Sales 2018
Sales 2015
EBITDA 2018
Staff
Founded
Location

61

72.28%
£56m*
£11m*
£2.5m
65
2015
Crewe

56.11%
£9.8m
£2.6m†
£0.6m
302
2014
Yorkshire

Twinkl
Educational resources provider
Founder Jonathan Seaton moved to
Sheffield when he was nine, and based
his company there
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

55.86%
£18.9m
£5m*
£7.9m
440
2010
Sheffield

† compound annual growth rate between 2015/16 and 2018/19

© 2019 Fast Track 100

Brothers Marc, 48, and Paul Walters, 47, along with Andrew
Dulla, 36, spotted an opportunity in the growing second-hand
phone market, and set up this Crewe-based firm in 2015.
It buys used Samsung and Apple handsets and tests their
functionality before selling them on to networks, insurance
firms and wholesalers around Europe. It does this for around
30,000 handsets a month, boosting sales to £56m in October.
Used phones now outsell new phones, explained by the huge
price difference – a new iPhone can cost in excess of £1000,
while a used one can be bought for as little as £70.

With its first site in Yorkshire, this company now has ten across
the UK. Harvey Jenkinson, 37, launched the company in 2014
with the help of childhood friend Michael Harrison, 41 and
Simon Whicker, 57, a former partner at a Big Four accountancy
firm. Operating exclusively in shopping centres, it provides
trampolines, indoor climbing, golf, and virtual reality games. It
has raised £8m in funding from Guinness Asset Management
since 2017, and sales hit £9.8m in 2018. In that period it
recorded £552,000 in earnings before amortisation and
depreciation, but an operating loss. Since then, it has launched
its first park in a 15-park-deal in Saudi Arabia.

This Sheffield firm produces educational resources such as
worksheets, posters, videos and activity packs, which can
be downloaded from its website. Parents, teachers and
childminders can find resources ranging from Eid al-Fitr
colouring-in sheets, to animated videos about the Battle of
Hastings, tailored to age and school curriculum. Founded in
2010 by husband-and-wife team Jonathan and Susan Seaton,
36 and 38, it now has more than 625,000 pieces of content in
18 languages available to 4.6m members across 196 countries.
Sales, representing subscription fees, rose to £18.9m this year.
* supplied by company
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Casual dining
Its a tough climate for high street restaurants, with chains like
Byron, Bill's and Prezzo making significant losses, and Jamie's Italian
entering administration. Despite these turbulent times for the
casual dining market, there are eight casual dining chains on this
year’s table, which achieved an average sales growth of 58% pa.
Examples include:

Brothers Thom and James's company Pizza Pilgrims
(No 82) began life as a stall at Berwick Market

48

Tattu
Chinese restaurant chain
Now has four restaurants, and plans to
open its first in London next year
CAGR†
Sales 2018
Sales 2015
OP 2018
Staff
Founded
Location

63

Flat Iron
Steak restaurant chain
All the Flat Iron restaurants operate a no
reservations policy
CAGR†
Sales 2018
Sales 2015
OP 2018
Staff
Founded
Location

82

63.97%
£8.7m
£2m*
£1.3m
170
2015
Manchester

54.59%
£14.5m
£4m* §
£0.9m
234
2012
Central London

Pizza Pilgrims
Pizzeria chain
Plans at least three new openings in the
capital next year
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

47.48%
£11.9m*
£3.7m
£0.9m
215
2012
Central London

† compound annual growth rate between 2015/16 and 2018/19

© 2019 Fast Track 100

In 2015, Adam Jones, 34, and his brother Drew, 29, gave up
careers in law and events management to set up a restaurant
in Manchester's financial district, serving classic Chinese
dishes with a modern flavour. Their plan was to create a place
for customers to celebrate milestones such as birthdays,
anniversaries and promotions. With the first restaurant a
success, the company opened a second, in Leeds in 2017, and
sales from the two sites reached £8.7m in 2018. This year it
opened in Birmingham in February and in Edinburgh in October.

Set up by former Michelin starred-restaurant chef Charlie
Carroll, its restaurants offer high-quality steak at a low price.
Its success comes from simplicity with just one cut of steak on
offer alongside five side options, and just one dessert option
– an ice cream which customers receive on their way out.
This incentive for customers to leave increases their covers in
busy locations like Covent Garden. Named after the flat iron
shoulder cut which it began selling at a pop-up restaurant
above an East London pub in 2012, it now operates eight
London restaurants, each with its own distinctive identity.

Brothers Thom and James Elliot, 36 and 33 respectively, left
their corporate jobs to undertake a 'pilgrimage' across Italy to
find the perfect pizza. Founded in 2012, it featured as a ‘One to
Watch’ in 2017, and now operates at 11 locations, 10 in London
and one in Oxford. It puts its success down to focusing on the
quality of its current restaurants rather than rushing into new
openings. A training academy for new recruits is opening next
year, to pre-empt any negative impact Brexit could have on its
pizza chefs – the majority of which are from Naples

* supplied by company

§ indicates figures have been annualised
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External capital
Over a third of companies (34) have secured external funding,
either from private equity or venture capital backers, angel
investors, corporate backers or crowdfunding investors. This
compares to 40 on last year’s table. Private equity and venture
capital have backed 18 companies, owning a majority stake in five
and a minority stake in 13 companies.

Ooni (No 7) founder Kristian Tapaninaho has
secured crowdfunding for his pizza ovens, and
claims they can cook a pizza in 60 seconds

7

Ooni
Pizza oven manufacturer
Latest Kickstarter campaign raised over £550k

CAGR†
Sales 2018
Sales 2015
OP 2018
Staff
Founded
Location

39

Grenade
Sports nutrition brand
Has received investment from two private
equity houses – Grovepoint (2014) and Lion
Capital (2017)
CAGR†
Sales 2018
Sales 2015
OP 2018
Staff
Founded
Location

69

148.13%
£10m*
£0.7m*
£1.3m
28
2012
Edinburgh

72.78%
£44.2m*
£8.6m*
£7m
48
2009
Solihull

Needle & Thread
Womenswear designer
The Jatania family, who featured at No
218 on this year's Rich List, invested an
undisclosed sum and own a majority stake
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

51.85%
£13.6m*
£3.9m*§
£1.2m
74
2013
London

† compound annual growth rate between 2015/16 and 2018/19
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This outdoor oven supplier launched in 2012, funded by a
Kickstarter campaign. It has seen considerable success on the
platform, with its latest fundraiser, for the wood-fired Ooni Karu
oven, raising £40k in its first hour. Ooni achieved £10m in sales
last year. Sold online and by retailers including Selfridges and John
Lewis, the ovens range in price from £199 to £499 and include
the gas-powered Ooni Koda, which has a stone baking board, and
the Ooni Pro, which can cook pizzas up to 16 inches wide. Chief
executive Kristian Tapaninaho, 38, set up the Edinburgh firm in
2012. It has attracted media attention for employing international
pizza taste testers to develop recipes and test the ovens.

Private equity firm Lion Capital acquired a majority stake in
this sports nutrition brand in a £72m deal in 2017. It is led by
Alan Barratt, 43, who co-founded the Solihull firm in 2009. It
launched its Carb Killa protein bars in 2015, which have proven
so popular that the firm says they now outsell single Mars bars
in UK supermarkets making them the country’s second-bestselling chocolate bar. Last year it grew sales to £44.2m after
securing a deal with Marks & Spencer to sell Grenade products.
Media reports in August 2019 claimed that Lion Capital is to sell
its stake in the firm.

This womenswear retailer is majority owned by business angels
in the form of the Jatania family – Mike Jatania, 54, is also the
company’s chairman. Hannah Coffin, 39, founded the Londonbased company in 2013 with a collection of hand-embroidered
garments, and now creates a wide range of vintage-inspired lace,
embroidered and embellished womenswear, which is stocked
by Selfridges and ASOS. Sales rose to £13.6m in 2019 with
approximately 60% generated by exports to more than 40 different
countries. International success has been bolstered by fashion
retailers such as Net-a-Porter, Harrods, and Moda Operandi.

* supplied by company

§ indicates figures have been annualised
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Sustainability
Growing concern about climate change – and its importance to
consumers – has led many companies to start initiatives that
reduce their environmental impact. Our research found that over
a third of companies (35) on the league table have adopted 'green
schemes'. For some companies on our table, capitalising on the
growing demand for environmentally-friendly goods and services
has been the driving force of growth.

Father and son team Sukhbir and Ricky Sidhu are at
the helm of solar panel firm Evergen Group (No 8)

1

Chilly's Bottles
Reusable bottle brand
Makes 3.5m resuable bottles and coffee
cups a year
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

8

Evergen Group
Solar panel installer
Provides customers with solar batteries
which can store energy generated by the sun
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

23

284.01%
£31.5m*
£0.6m*
£11.4m
15
2010
Central London

142.97%
£10.2m*
£0.6m*
£0.7m
25
2011
Maidenhead

Improveasy
Energy efficiency consultancy
Has contracts with five of the 'big six'
energy companies
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

95.96%
£11.9m*
£1.6m*
£0.6m
23
2011
Manchester

† compound annual growth rate between 2015/16 and 2018/19
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This London company has created a water bottle which keeps
drinks cold for 24 hours and hot for 12. Founded in 2010, it aims
to reduce consumption of plastic bottles, and has benefited
from the popularisation of the issue by David Attenborough’s
documentary Blue Planet II. The firm’s explosive growth has been
helped by a focus on marketing the product on social media
sites, and partnership with Urban Outfitters, Pret and Emma
Bridgewater. The firm plans to develop further replacements for
single-use plastic items next year.

This solar panel installation firm’s sales hit £10.2m in the
year to May. In anticipation of government subsidies for new
installations ending in April, it has now also expanded into
air purification technology, working alongside Stanford and
Copenhagen universities. In March 2018, it installed a 'CityTree'
– an anti-pollution device equivalent to 275 trees, at Piccadilly
Circus. It plans to launch in Ireland and is in the process of
securing funding for a financing scheme which lets homeowners
and councils install solar panels without having to pay upfront.

Led by Austin Barcley, 46, this Mancunian company helps
the Big Six energy firms comply with legal obligations to help
customers from lower-income backgrounds improve the
carbon effiency of their homes. It was founded in 2011 and
began its first contract with EDF in 2014. It identifies eligible
customers and manages a nationwide network of installers who
carry out insulation and heating upgrades to their properties.
Sales hit £11.9m this March. It is also beginning to provide
finance for home owners who want to implement carbonreducing improvements to reduce energy consumption, or
switch to a green mortgage.
* supplied by company
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Social media

World gymnastics championship gold medal
winner Joe Fraser is a 'Gymshark athlete'

9

Childs Farm
Children's toiletries manufacturer
Giovanna Fletcher, social media influencer
and author of 'Happy Mum, Happy Baby', is
a brand ambassador
CAGR†
Sales 2018
Sales 2015
OP 2018
Staff
Founded
Location

10

Gymshark
Fitness clothing retailer
Reaches 11.5m people through its following
and through influencers, across its social
media platforms
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

17

142.72%
£12.8m
£0.9m*
£1.5m
28
2010
Hampshire

141.26%
£179.5m
£12.8m
£18.5m
300
2012
Solihull

Missy Empire
Online fashion retailer
Its products can be bought through the
company’s Instagram page, which has over
1m followers
CAGR†
Sales 2019
Sales 2016
OP 2019
Staff
Founded
Location

115.30%
£13.9m*
£1.4m*
£1m
45
2014
Manchester

† compound annual growth rate between 2015/16 and 2018/19
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All the league table companies have a social media presence on
Twitter, Facebook or Instagram, and across the three platforms
have a combined following of 30m. Retailers in particular have
harnessed the ubiquity of social media to boost sales and
increase brand awareness. Charlotte Tilbury (No 46) achieved
the biggest beauty launch Selfridges had ever seen by early
promotion of the brand on YouTube in 2013. The impact of social
media, particularly on younger consumers, has shown no signs of
stopping, and use of social media influencers has become central
to the marketing strategy of many companies.

This company creates a range of hair and skincare products
suitable for babies and children, in particular those suffering
from sensitive and eczema-prone skin. They have increased
brand exposure by sending products to figures such as England
footballer Rachel Yankley OBE, and Giovanna Fletcher, Sunday
Times No.1 bestselling author of Happy Mum, Happy Baby, with an
Instagram following of 1.2m. The Hampshire-based company was
founded by Joanna Jensen, 49, in 2010 . Products are stocked in
major UK retailers, including Boots and Tesco. Sales hit £12.8m last
year, when it became the country’s second-largest baby toiletries
brand – second only to the American giant Johnson & Johnson.

Gymshark has the largest Instagram following – 3.7m – of any
company on the Fast Track 100. The Solihull-based firm sells
a range of vests, T-shirts and leggings designed to accentuate
muscle, and has over 1.2m customers in 177 countries. Its
social media programme has been intrinsic to its growth,
sponsoring popular YouTubers and Instagram influencers to
create such demand for its active wear that many new launches
sell out within hours. Facebook’s COO Sheryl Sandberg has
held up the company as a shining example of successful social
media advertising, receiving a 9.3:1 return on investment. This
year sales hit £179.5m, with 80% of these being international.

This company has adapted its marketing strategy and curated
strong relationships with social media influencers, particularly
on Instagram, to promote the fast fashion pieces it creates
and sells. Brothers Ash and Ish Siddique, 39 and 37, worked
at their father’s knitwear firm before deciding to launch their
own brand of womenswear in 2014. It now sells everything
from scarves to swimwear. Sales hit £13.9m this year, and in
September, it moved to a new 35,000 sq ft headquarters in
Manchester’s fashion district.

* supplied by company
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2019 FAST TRACK 100 LEAGUE TABLE
Rank
2019 Company
[2018] Activity

HQ location

Latest
sales
£000 Staff Founded Comment

FYE

Annual sales
growth over
3 yrs§

Jul 19

284.01%

*31,471

15

2010

Name inspired by how the bottles can keep drinks
cold and chilly, or hot like a chilli pepper

Mar 19

204.21%

*12,841

230

2015

Giant bears, fairground rides and scrapped cars all
feature on its crazy golf courses

1

Chilly's Bottles
Reusable bottle brand

Central London

2

Junkyard Golf Club
Mini golf course operator

Manchester

3

Curve
Berkshire
Workplace design & construction

Sep 19

186.16%

*9,241

16

2006

Designed an office with a star-shaped entrance and
a racetrack carpet for children's charity Make-A-Wish

4

Performance54
Golf marketing agency

Surrey

Apr 19

181.13%

*6,190

16

2015

The number '54' represents the perfect round of
golf; 18 birdies

5

Xpress Centres
Car repair services

Banbury

Jul 19

178.24%

*5,633

65

2014

Carries out 15,000 bodywork repairs per year in
supermarket car parks

Missoma
Online jewellery brand

West London

Mar 19

165.91%

*11,991

43

2008

The brand is popular among younger royals
including the Duchess of Sussex

7

Ooni
Pizza oven manufacturer

Edinburgh

Dec 18

148.13%

*9,987

28

2012

Says its Koda oven can reach a temperature of 500
degrees celsius and cook a pizza in 60 seconds

8

Evergen Group
Solar panel installer

Maidenhead

May 19

142.97%

*9,299

25

2011

Installed a CityTree, an anti-pollution device
equivalent to 275 trees, at Piccadilly Circus

9

Childs Farm
Children's toiletries maker

Hampshire

Dec 18

142.72%

12,818

28

2010

Its products are now available in more than 7,500 stores
nationwide and launched in New Zealand this August

10 Gymshark
[12] Fitness clothing retailer

Solihull

Jul 19

141.26%

*179,546

300

2012

Has launched a “try now, pay later” service in the UK
and Scandinavia

11
[7]

One Retail Group
Consumer products retailer

Northwest London Dec 18

136.64%

25,420

11

2013

Founder Joshua Stevens learned Mandarin during
his commute to negotiate better with suppliers

12
[6]

Warner's Distillery
Gin distillery

Northamptonshire Dec 18

131.13%

*10,859

34

2012

Claims to have started the recent pink gin craze
when it created its rhubarb gin

13

Oh Polly
Online fashion retailer

Glasgow

Apr 19

124.07%

*21,380

168

2015

Founders Claire Henderson and Mike Branney met
while they were studying aeronautical engineering

14

Prodigi Group
Digital printing

Cardiff

Mar 19

123.55%

*17,861

80

2014

A live snake once accidentally found its way into one
of its deliveries

15

Bluefin Trading
Sports equipment supplier

West Yorkshire

Dec 18

121.81%

†*6,672

10

2013

This firm’s HQ is a farm in the West Yorkshire
Pennines, 1,200ft above sea level

16

Strathberry
Luxury handbag designer

Edinburgh

Apr 19

118.07%

*11,825

40

2012

Founders met at a wedding, got married and started
a business together

17

Missy Empire
Online fashion retailer

Manchester

Mar 19

115.30%

*13,864

45

2014

Has clothing collaborations with reality TV stars from
Made in Chelsea and Love Island

18

Brisant Secure
Lock & hinge manufacturer

West Yorkshire

Dec 18

111.27%

*8,783

40

2011

A harrowing burglary experience prompted the
creation of the firm’s Ultion door lock

19

Sleek Events
Events agency

Southwest London

Jul 19

110.00%

*7,676

10

2015

Founder and first employee worked out of her
kitchen for first two years after company was set up

Central London

Dec 18

98.66%

67,545

55

2011

Has commenced work on the conversion of a grade
II listed Cornish jail into a luxury hotel

West London

Mar 19

97.08%

*12,078

50

2013

Expanded its fleet of hire cars from one to 2,000 in
four years

Brighton

Apr 19

96.02%

*12,800

110

2010

Grime artist Stormzy launched his 2017 album Gang
Signs & Prayer at Boxpark Croydon

6
[4]

20 CField Construction
[15] Construction contractor
21

Otto Car
Car hire provider

22 Boxpark
[36] Retail & leisure developer
23

Improveasy
Energy efficiency consultancy

Manchester

Mar 19

95.96%

*11,928

23

2011

Says it has contracts with five of the Big Six energy
companies

24

Candour Logistics
Logistics services provider

Warrington

Mar 19

93.07%

*56,437

17

2015

Ships goods ranging from dog toys to timber across
the world

25

Northern Gas & Power
Gateshead
Energy management consultancy

Dec 18

92.85%

29,616

285

2013

Offers staff an annual holiday in Majorca and
December off if they meet targets

* supplied by company

† annualised
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2019 FAST TRACK 100 LEAGUE TABLE
Rank
2019 Company
[2018] Activity

HQ location

Vashi
Diamond jewellery retailer

FYE

Annual sales
growth over
3 yrs§

Latest
sales
£000 Staff Founded Comment

Central London

Dec 18

90.95%

20,666

55

2007

Customers can customise, forge, set and engrave
their own diamond rings at its workshops

27 Lusso Stone
[18] Luxury bathroom retailer

Middlesbrough

Sep 19

89.70%

*12,563

12

2014

Its baths, sinks and showers can be found in highend hotels such as Claridge’s in Mayfair

28 Cult Beauty
[13] Online beauty retailer

Central London

May 19

86.95%

*89,000

140

2008

Launched a female sexual pleasure and wellness
range to celebrate International Women’s Day

Cornwall

Mar 19

85.30%

*5,103

27

2012

Founder Tarquin Leadbetter started making gin on
his home cooker aged 23

30 Velocity Commerce
[11] Online marketplace specialist

Cambridge

Dec 18

83.87%

*16,744

26

2013

Also designs digital radios that it names after
Cambridge colleges

31

Super 8 Restaurants
Restaurant group

East London

Jul 19

83.19%

*7,214

114

2014

Its Kiln restaurant, in London's Soho, focuses on
clay-baked Thai dishes

32

Stiltz Lifts
Home lift manufacturer

West Midlands

Dec 18

81.66%

18,991

162

2010

Its Trio lift can fit three people or a wheelchair and is
designed for installation in private homes

Reading

Dec 18

81.13%

*17,632

49

2009

This year, over 100,000 holidaymakers stayed in
accommodation booked on this company's website

26

29

Tarquin's Cornish Gin
Gin distillery

33 HalalBooking
[26] Specialist online travel agency
34

Midstream Lighting
Specialist lighting manufacturer

Southwest
London

Jan 19

78.24%

5,044

14

2012

Its floodlights are used at more than 30 international
airports, including Dublin, Istanbul and Geneva

35
[3]

Revolution Beauty
Beauty products retailer

Kent

Dec 18

76.66%

112,621

180

2014

Following its launch in Australia, fans queued up for
hours to buy its new beauty products

36
[8]

AerFin
Aircraft & spares services

Caerphilly

Dec 18

76.54%

84,365

101

2010

Opened a new aircraft parts storage and distribution
centre in Atlanta this April to expand its US presence

Bristol

Mar 19

76.53%

*9,077

171

2012

Produces over 13m sandwiches and meals each
year across the UK

St Andrews

Mar 19

74.20%

*7,773

51

2012

First single malt whisky sold for a world record price
of £7,100 for a first release

Solihull

Dec 18

72.78%

*44,169

48

2009

Says its Carb Killa protein bars are the UK’s second
bestselling chocolate bar

37 Real Wrap Co.
[41] Food-to-go manufacturer
38

Eden Mill
Distillery & brewery

39 Grenade
[47] Sports nutrition brand
40

Phoenix Cellular
Mobile phone distributor

Crewe

Oct 19

72.28%

*56,000

65

2015

Sells about 30,000 used phones a month to
European networks, insurance firms and wholesalers

41

Sherbet London
Taxi fleet operator

North London

Dec 18

71.69%

6,571

30

2013

Its luxury electric taxis come with card machines,
charging ports and WiFi

Swansea

Jul 18

70.90%

*19,090

38

2009

Products range from Star Wars stormtrooper
backpacks to Peppa Pig dressing gowns

East London

Dec 18

68.25%

*17,392

60

2013

Opened three overseas offices in January, in San
Francisco, Singapore and Sydney

44 Tropic Skincare
[42] Beauty products manufacturer

Croydon

Jun 19

66.71%

*34,943

160

2011

Founder Susie Ma started selling cosmetic products
at Greenwich Market aged 15

45 Mowgli Street Food
[17] Indian restaurant chain

Liverpool

Jul 19

66.05%

11,986

301

2014

Founder spent 20 years working as a child-protection
barrister before opening her first restaurant

46 Charlotte Tilbury Beauty
[21] Beauty products retailer

West London

Dec 18

65.30%

145,437

878

2013

Says its newest foundation had a waiting list of
10,000 ahead of its launch in August

42 Character.com
[50] Branded clothing retailer
43

Transmission
Marketing agency

47

CP Hire
Construction equipment hire

Cardiff

May 19

64.90%

*12,719

90

2012

Began with £40,000 worth of construction
equipment and now runs a fleet valued at £40m

48

Tattu
Chinese restaurant chain

Manchester

Dec 18

63.97%

*8,673

170

2015

Opened its fourth venue in October, in Edinburgh,
and plans to open in London next year

49 INSTAsmile
[16] Dental veneer retailer

Merseyside

Sep 19

62.76%

*6,500

50

2012

Prints 3D models of customers’ teeth to create
accurate veneers

50 Oxford Summer Courses
[20] Educational course provider

Oxford

Sep 19

62.42%

*9,272

36

2010

Students from 112 countries have enlisted in its
summer courses

* supplied by company

† annualised
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2019 FAST TRACK 100 LEAGUE TABLE
Rank
2019 Company
[2018] Activity

Annual sales
growth over
3 yrs§

Latest
sales
£000 Staff Founded Comment

HQ location

FYE

Basingstoke

Mar 19

61.24%

*6,287

68

2014

Offers a sedation service for nervous patients with
dental phobia

Edinburgh

Dec 18

60.04%

26,397

226

2012

Stocks a range of over 500 e-liquid flavours in its online
shop, including ‘Darth Vapour’

53 Highwood Group
Hampshire
[74] Construction contractor & developer

Feb 19

59.85%

66,706

62

2003

There are currently 4,000 development plots under
this group's control

54 Corley + Woolley
[44] Fit-out contractor

Central London

Dec 18

58.82%

32,072

37

2012

Refurbished an entire shopping centre in Northampton
while it was open and fully occupied

55 Braidwater Group
[45] Housebuilder

Londonderry

Mar 19

58.28%

34,904

65

2011

Growth capital firm BGF has invested three times in
the past four years

West Yorkshire

Dec 18

56.76%

*7,520

13

2015

Its School of Resin is a resin-bound surfacing
academy with a practice driveway

57 BrewDog
[71] Brewery

Aberdeenshire

Dec 18

56.55%

171,619 1247

2007

Founders’ £100,000 pitch on Dragons' Den was turned
down in 2009; it would now be worth over £360m

58 Beavertown Brewery
[35] Brewery

North London

Mar 19

56.53%

*19,559

112

2011

Is the official craft beer supplier of the new
Tottenham Hotspur stadium

51

Envisage Dental
Dental practice

52 VPZ
[24] Vaping shop chain

56

The Resin Mill
Surfacing resin wholesaler

59

Reassured
Life insurance broker

Basingstoke

Jan 19

56.31%

37,811

411

2009

Says that it has sold over £46bn of life insurance
policies, covering over 440,000 UK families

60

Gravity Active Entertainment
Trampoline park operator

West Yorkshire

Dec 18

56.11%

9,797

302

2014

A trampoline park on The Real Housewives of Beverley
Hills TV show gave the founder’s wife a brainwave

61

Twinkl
Educational resources provider

Sheffield

Apr 19

55.86%

*18,891

440

2010

Its website has over 625,000 educational resources,
available in 18 languages

62 Plimsoll Productions
[92] TV show producer

Bristol

Aug 19

54.98%

*37,284

195

2013

A second series of its Yellowstone Live documentary
aired in June after the first got 13m viewers

63 Flat Iron
[39] Steak restaurant chain

Central London

Aug 18

54.59%

14,477

234

2012

Bookable ‘butcher’s feasts’ serve 1kg rib-eyes and
giant Yorkshire puddings

64 Task Consumer Products
[67] Toilet paper manufacturer

Wolverhampton

Dec 18

54.08%

45,822

63

2007

Its brands of kitchen and toilet paper include Little
Duck, Cusheen and Maxx

65

Nurture Landscapes
Landscape maintenance

Surrey

Mar 19

53.05%

73,135 1,093

2008

Maintains three of London's Royal Parks – Richmond
Park, Bushy Park and Greenwich Park

66

Marine Products
Fish processor & supplier

Glasgow

Dec 18

52.98%

26,950

150

2002

Its logo of the gannet bird symbolises a fellow fisher
with respect for the sea

Newcastle upon
Tyne

Mar 19

52.55%

134,658

464

2005

Boasts more than 2.4 million followers across its
social media platforms

67 END.
[69] Designer menswear retailer
68

OMG How Cheap
Online stationery retailer

Colchester

Feb 19

52.21%

*7,127

32

2011

Stationery salesman David Field founded his own
company after being made redundant in 2011

69

Needle & Thread
Womenswear designer

Northwest London Mar 19

51.85%

13,576

74

2013

Net-a-Porter, Harrods and Moda Operandi stock
this womenswear label

70

Green Park
Recruitment consultancy

Central London

Jan 19

51.50%

90,107

66

2006

Has placed interim senior executives in more than
55 countries

71

Exceed
Aberdeen
Well management & engineering

Feb 19

51.28%

20,748

43

2005

Has helped decommission over 120 wells in the North
Sea in the past three years

72

VetCT
Veterinary radiology services

Cambridge

Jul 19

50.86%

*6,300

100

2009

Married owners first met at an animal hospital and
now run their own veterinary company together

73

Red Industries
Waste management provider

Newcastle-under- Dec 18
Lyme

50.51%

23,832

180

2006

Founder walked, cycled and rowed from the Eiffel
Tower to Tower Bridge to raise money for charity

Manchester

Apr 19

50.46%

*23,078

43

2004

Works with delivery partners including Hermes, UPS
and FedEx

Bristol

Sep 19

50.24%

*35,300

131

1999

Supplying HS2 and Hinkley Point with excavation
equipment has boosted the company's sales

74 ITD Global
[56] International courier
75

Plantforce
Plant hire

* supplied by company

† annualised
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2019 FAST TRACK 100 LEAGUE TABLE
Rank
2019 Company
[2018] Activity

HQ location

FYE

Annual sales
growth over
3 yrs§

Latest
sales
£000 Staff Founded Comment

76

Flame Heating Group
Heating & plumbing merchant

Tyne and Wear

Jun 19

49.98%

*20,087

70

2011

Uses virtual reality to show customers what their new
bathrooms could look like

77

Intevi
Display & software supplier

Hampshire

Dec 18

49.71%

*5,538

24

2011

Its interactive displays can detect the user’s age and
gender and change content accordingly

78

Rinkit
Online home & garden retailer

Chichester

Feb 19

49.49%

*17,090

45

2008

Started life in a spare bedroom and now receives
more than 1.5m orders a year

79

Munnelly Group
Harrow
Construction/infrastructure logistics

Mar 19

48.26%

81,163

523

1977

Founder Philip Munnelly launched the company with
money saved up from various jobs including a milk round

80

Oliver's Travels
Luxury travel website

Sep 19

48.18%

*6,206

53

2008

Its largest holiday booking cost £152,000 for one
month in a luxury Tuscan villa

Dec 18

47.49%

*6,707

10

2009

Says it has signed up 24 of the world's 25 largest
biopharmaceutical firms as clients

Central London

Jun 19

47.48%

*11,900

215

2012

A friend's quip about the founder brothers' search
for the perfect pizza as a 'pilgrimage' stuck

Central London

Mar 19

47.21%

*15,153

44

2006

Over 30,000 people have attended its events in 50
countries

Mar 19

46.89%

*6,022

15

2008

Within four years this company had sold yoga mats
to 85 countries and to every US state

South London

81 BioPhorum
Central London
[100] Biopharmaceutical forum organiser
82

Pizza Pilgrims
Pizzeria operator

83 Total Management Group
[54] Events & travel agency
84

Liforme
North London
Yoga mat manufacturer & retailer

85 Prime Global
[77] Medical communications agency

Knutsford

Dec 18

46.57%

19,176

156

1997

Its first offices were located on the site of a former
tuberculosis hospital near Chester

86 Clearabee
[33] Waste collection services

Birmingham

Dec 18

46.53%

*12,212

179

2013

Purchased 10 acres of native woodland in the
Scottish Borders to offset its CO2 emissions

*14,318

66

2007

An NHS study found that this company's software
helped reduce hospital admissions by two thirds

87

Spirit Healthcare
Healthcare products supplier

Leicester

Mar 19

46.41%

88

Aspens Services
Contract caterer

Worcestershire

Apr 19

46.40%

49,676 2172

2008

Serves over one million meals a week to schools and
universities across the Midlands

89

BrandAlley
Online flash sales site

Central London

Dec 18

45.99%

45,840

72

2009

Runs a members-only site which stocks hundreds of
luxury brands at discounted prices

90

Identity
Events management agency

East Sussex

Aug 19

45.70%

*8,722

43

2001

Says it puts on more than 1,000 events a year for
the likes of Google and ITV

91

Age Partnership
Equity release adviser

Leeds

Dec 18

45.45%

50,124

552

2004

Founder set up the business after a disappointing
investigation into equity release for his mother

92

The Alchemist
Bar & restaurant operator

Greater Manchester Mar 19

45.08%

41,032

929

2009

Its 'Augmented Reality' cocktail menu utilises an app
to bring the customer's drink to life

93

Equifinance
Secured loans provider

East London

Aug 19

44.89%

*6,757

25

2010

Has a loan portfolio of £81m with over 2,500 business
customers

94

United Gas & Power
Business energy supplier

Leeds

Jun 19

44.88%

*23,211

60

2013

Says that 100% of the electricity it sells is from
renewable energy sources

95

Superyacht Tenders & Toys
Yacht equipment supplier

Ipswich

Oct 18

44.81%

*6,596

11

2011

Supplies jet skis, submarines and inflatable slides to
superyachts made across the world

96 Honest Burgers
[91] Burger restaurant chain

Central London

Jan 19

44.58%

30,669

589

2011

Offers burgers with regional themes, such as the leek
and bacon special served at its Cardiff restaurant

97 Vanarama
[90] Vehicle leasing broker

Hemel Hempstead Dec 18

44.18%

*75,055

226

2007

Positioned a “car vending machine” at London’s Waterloo
station to promote its car leasing website, Motorama

98

Hamilton Court FX
Foreign exchange services

Central London

Mar 19

44.06%

*15,265

45

2011

It once changed £150m into euros in a single
transaction

99

Airline Component Services
Aircraft parts & repairs

Braintree

Mar 19

44.02%

*6,225

10

2005

Supplies and repairs aircraft parts for customers
including British Airways, TUI and easyJet

100

Vivobarefoot
Central London
Footwear manufacturer & retailer

Jun 19

43.57%

*26,176

61

2012

Founder has heritage in the footwear world, hailing
from the Clark family

* supplied by company

† annualised
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ONES TO WATCH
Ones to Watch showcases a selection of 10 companies that do not
meet the criteria of the Fast Track 100 league table, but which have
achieved strong sales growth, or are forecasting strong growth.
Energy supplier Ovo featured as a One to Watch in 2013, with
sales of £102.9m and 140,000 customers. It now supplies 1.5m UK
households and was valued at £1bn in February.
The reusable bottle brand Chilly’s was tipped as a One to Watch
last year, and is making its debut appearance on the Fast Track 100
league table this year at No 1.
Cat Gazzoli saw the potential for an organic baby
food brand following the birth of her daughter, and
co-founded Piccolo in 2015

Company
Activity

HQ location

FYE

The Ones to Watch companies have been judged by Fast Track.

Latest Forecast
sales
sales
£000 £000 Staff Founded Short profile

Alpine Fire Engineers
Fire suppression
system provider

Bury

Mar 19

*19,056

24,000

45

1992

Its systems protect 13m sq ft of floor space for clients including
Jaguar Land Rover, DHL and Aldi. Received a £6.6m investment
from Core Capital in 2018

Dock & Bay
Travel towel retailer

Central London

Feb 19

*4,200

7,400

11

2015

Sells its colourful and compact travel towels in Selfridges, and
generates 50% of its revenue overseas. Secured £75,000 from
Dragons' Den investor Deborah Meaden in 2017

Fullgreen
Plant-based food maker

South London

Dec 18

†2,597

4,254

4

2013

UK supermarkets including Tesco, Asda, and Morrisons sell its
rice alternatives, made using vegetables such as cauliflower.
Raised $6.1m since 2014 across six crowdfunding rounds

Lounge Underwear
Lingerie retailer

Solihull

Mar 19

*5,845

13,000

15

2016

Its website features an online ‘fitting room’ for customers
buying its clothing, which has been worn by celebrities including
Love Island runner-up Molly-Mae Hague

Maddox Events
Diversity events company

Southwest London

Jan 19

*4,047

7,600

22

2015

Organises events focused on diversity and inclusion in locations
across the globe such as Cape Town and Tel Aviv.
Sponsors have included Amazon and Google

Oppo Ice Cream
Ice cream manufacturer

Southwest London

Mar 19

*5,239

7,188

14

2013

Founded by two brothers in 2013, this healthy ice cream company
appeared on the BBC’s Dragons’ Den in 2016. It generates 75% of
its sales overseas and has raised funds of £6.7m

Piccolo
Baby food manufacturer

Central London

Dec 18

*2,600

4,300

14

2015

TV chef Prue Leith and the former chief executive of Pizza
Express are investors. Has expanded to China, South Africa and
the Middle East in the last year

RIXO
Fashion retailer

West London

Jun 19

*9,986

16,022

32

2015

Its hand-painted print dresses, accessories and swimwear are
vintage-inspired, and stocked in luxury retailers including Net-aPorter, Selfridges, Harvey Nichols and Liberty

WhiteHat
Apprenticeship services

Central London

Mar 19

*2,000

5,000

65

2016

Provides over 300 employers, including Zoopla, Warner Bros
and Facebook, with apprentices through its placement portal.
Has raised $20m from investors

WIT Fitness
Sportswear brand retailer

Central London

Jan 19

*3,400

6,500

22

2014

Its flagship sportswear store and gym in the City is popular with
Team GB athletes. It has raised £2m in VC funding this year and
will open a store in New York in 2020

* supplied by company

† annualised
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DISRUPTORS TO WATCH

Tokamak Energy aims to use its ST40 fusion device
to develop fusion power

Company
Activity

Our Disruptors to Watch list, now in its fourth year, aims to
highlight 10 companies with disruptive potential from a cross-section
of industries, rather than claiming to identify 10 companies with
the most disruptive potential. Our research took into account the
credentials of the management, the track record of investors and
total funds raised. The 10 companies we selected have raised more
than £550m from investors. Last year's winner, Graphcore, the
Bristol-based computer processor manufacturer founded in 2016, is
now worth an estimated £1.3bn.
Ben Davey, chief executive of Barclays Ventures, was the chairman of
the judging panel.

HQ location

Description of disruptive potential

Artios Pharma
Cancer treatment
biopharmaceutics

Cambridge

Founded in 2016, this company is developing treatments to stop cancer cells self-repairing: this kills them
or makes them easier to eliminate with radiotherapy and chemotherapy. Spun out from the commercial
partnerships team at Cancer Research UK, it has raised $122m from investors including Pfizer and Novartis.

Cazoo
Used car sales platform

Central London

Aims to disrupt the £50bn used car market with its online platform, which delivers cars to buyers’ homes
in as little as 72 hours, with a seven-day money-back guarantee. It is the creation of Alex Chesterman, who
founded Zoopla, and has raised £57m from investors such as Octopus Ventures and DMG Ventures.

Hummingbird Technologies
Agricultural analytics platform

Central London

This company applies artificial intelligence (AI) to data from satellites, drones and aircraft to analyse crops
and help farmers identify problems. It has raised $16m to date from backers including BASF, the European
Space Agency and Beeswax Dyson, Sir James Dyson’s agricultural firm.

Orbex
Space launch services

Moray

Plans to launch its small satellite rocket in 2021 from a spaceport being developed in northern Scotland. Orbex
says the rocket will be fuelled by liquid biopropane, which it says has never been used in a commercial rocket
engine, and will cut carbon emissions by 90%. The company has raised £34m from the UK Space Agency and HighTech Gründerfonds, among others.

Prowler.io
AI technology developer

Cambridge

Aims to use AI to help companies in sectors ranging from education to logistics to speed up and improve
decision-making. Prowler.io has 115 employees in offices in Cambridge and abroad. It raised $34m in May
— when Tencent was among the investors, and the company was valued at $100m — bringing the total it
has raised to $50m.

Tessian
Email security provider

Central London

Claims to have developed the first security platform that uses machine learning to protect against human
error. The company says its software has been trained on more than 1bn emails, and its customers include
Rightmove and the British Medical Association. It has raised $59m from backers including Sequoia Capital,
Balderton Capital and Accel.

Tide
SME banking app

Central London

Has launched a digital current account for business owners, with benefits such as automated book-keeping
and integrated invoicing. The bank claims to have more than 100,000 customers in the UK. It has raised
$95m from the SBI Group, Augmentum Fintech, Passion Capital and others.

Tokamak Energy
Fusion energy developer

Oxfordshire

Aims to develop fusion power to provide a safe and cost-effective way to fulfil the world’s growing energy
demands. The company has raised more than £50m from investors including Legal & General Capital and
David Harding, the founder and chief executive of Winton Group. It has also developed ground-breaking
high field magnets using high temperature superconductors.

Wagestream
Employee financial
wellbeing provider

Central London

Allows employees who encounter unplanned expenses to receive wages before payday, so they can avoid
going overdrawn or taking out payday loans. The firm has raised £45m from sources such as QED Investors,
Balderton, Northzone and Village Global, which is backed by Bill Gates, Jeff Bezos and Mark Zuckerberg.

Wejo
Vehicle data platform

Cheshire

Creating a marketplace for the data generated by connected vehicles, such as live traffic and parking updates,
and analysis of trends. Wejo predicts that 17m vehicles will be on its platform by the end of the year and has
raised $143m from investors including General Motors, which owns a 35% stake in the company.
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METHODOLOGY
The Fast Track 100 league table ranks the UK's privately-owned
companies with the fastest-growing sales over their latest three
years of available accounts, i.e. between 2015 and 2018, or
2016 and 2019. The league table identifies the fastest-growing
companies in a cross-section of sectors, excluding technology
companies, which are covered in our sister league table, The
Sunday Times Tech Track 100.

Qualification criteria
•

UK registered, unquoted, and not subsidiaries

•

Annualised sales of at least £250,000 in the base year (2015 or 2016)

•

Annualised sales of at least £5m in the latest year (2018 or 2019)

•

Year-on-year sales growth in the latest year from 2017 to
2018, or 2018 to 2019, plus forecast sales growth

•

Sales growth was measured by unrounded compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) over the latest three financial years

•

Operating profit of at least £500k in the latest year (2018 or 2019);
for two companies, we used ebitda as the profit measure

•

Trading weeks in the base and latest years have to exceed 25

•

Ten or more employees in the latest year (2018 or 2019)

•

Recruitment firms, payroll service providers, energy firms and
media agencies are required to have gross profits of at least
£5m and their sales are taken as total amount invoiced to clients

•

Excluded companies include technology, LLPs, pure property
and financial trading companies, and companies with sales
over £500m

Research approach
The research was conducted by the Fast Track research team
predominantly between August and November 2019.
The final 100 companies are ranked by growth in sales over
their latest three years of available accounts, which were not
necessarily required to be audited. Companies were selected
from a database of around 2m private companies in the UK and
self-nominations, followed by extensive desk-based research. Of
the 100 companies, 37 had financial years ending in 2018 and 63
had financial years ending in 2019.
Most companies on the league table were interviewed over the
telephone and/or visited by the Fast Track research team.

Disclaimers
Private company information can be incomplete and, while every
effort is made to include all qualifying companies, there may
be omissions. Some exceptions were made to the qualification
criteria set out above. The compiler’s decision is final and no
correspondence will be entered into. Nominations for next year’s
table would be welcome.
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SUPPORTERS
Fast Track would particularly like to thank Virgin Atlantic for
its title sponsorship of Fast Track 100 for a second year, having
previously been title sponsor for ten years; Barclays for its
sponsorship for an ninth year; BDO for its sponsorship for a
sixth year, having previously been a sponsor from 2010 to 2011;
BGF for its sponsorship for a seventh year, and N+1 Singer for
being a main sponsor for the second time, having previously
been an awards sponsor.
We would also like to thank our media partner The Sunday
Times and Virgin Group for their continued support of the
Fast Track 100 for all 23 years.
Neither Fast Track or our sponsors or media partner endorse,
guarantee or recommend investment in any of the companies.
The rankings are based on historical sales growth.

Media partner
The Sunday Times has been Fast Track's media partner for all 23 years.
It is Britain’s No 1 newspaper for business, and the leading
broadsheet newspaper attracting over two million readers every
week. Almost half (46%) of senior business decision-makers
read The Sunday Times, a greater market share than any other
publication, according to the latest 2018 Ipsos survey.

thesundaytimes.co.uk
@ST_Business
Oliver Shah
Business editor

Cornerstone supporter
Virgin has been a supporter of the Fast Track 100 league table
since it was first published in 1997.

virgin.com
@virgin
Sir Richard Branson
Founder

© 2019 Fast Track 100

Virgin is a leading international investment group and one of the
world's most recognised and respected brands. Conceived in
1970 by Richard Branson, the Virgin Group has gone on to grow
successful businesses in multiple sectors. Today, Virgin companies
employ more than 70,000 people in 35 countries. Richard spends
much of his time working with the Virgin Group’s foundation,
Virgin Unite, on entrepreneurial ideas to drive positive change in
the world.
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Sponsors
Virgin Atlantic is delighted to continue its title sponsorship of Fast
Track 100, having previously been the launch title sponsors in 1997.
Sir Richard Branson started Virgin Atlantic in 1984 with one plane
and the pledge that “air travel should be exciting and enjoyable”.
Today Virgin Atlantic is world famous for its customer experience
– flying over 5.5 million passengers on business trips, dream
holidays and adventures each year.

virginatlantic.com
@VirginAtlantic
Juha Jarvinen
EVP Commercial

Accountancy and business advisory firm BDO is a main sponsor
for a sixth year.
We are proud to put our clients and their challenges at the centre
of our focus. These businesses are Britain’s economic engine,
ambitious and high growth businesses that fuel the economy.

bdo.co.uk
@BDOaccountant
Stuart Lisle
Partner, Tax

We take the time to understand their objectives for the future,
sharing insights, solutions and ideas to help them succeed in the
market. Strong, professional relationships are important to us, which
is why we continue to sponsor a number of Fast Track’s programmes.
Barclays is a main sponsor for a ninth year.
Barclays is a transatlantic consumer and wholesale bank offering
products and services across personal, corporate and investment
banking, credit cards and wealth management, with a strong presence
in our two home markets of the UK and the US.

barclays.com
@Barclays

Ben Davey
CEO of Barclays Ventures

With over 325 years of history and expertise in banking, Barclays
operates in over 40 countries and employs approximately 83,500
people. Barclays moves, lends, invests and protects money for
customers and clients worldwide.
BGF is a main sponsor for a seventh year.

bgf.co.uk
@BGFinvestments
Stephen Welton
Founder & chief executive

BGF is the most active investor in growing businesses in the UK
and Ireland. An established and independent company, it has
£2.5bn to support a range of growing companies – early stage,
growth stage and quoted – across every region and sector of the
economy. It has backed 24 Fast Track 100 companies since 2011,
including Braidwater, Plantforce and Red Industries in this year’s
cohort. In 2019, BGF celebrated backing its 300th business, and
reached a milestone of £2bn invested.

N+1 Singer is a main sponsor for a second year, having previously
been an awards dinner sponsor for two years.
N+1 Singer is a leading investment bank dedicated to raising
capital for UK small and mid-cap companies. Since 2013, the firm
has advised on and executed over 160 IPOs, secondary offerings,
equity private placements and block trades, raising over £4 billion
in growth equity for their clients.

n1singer.co.uk
@nplus1singer
Tim Cockroft
Founder & chief executive
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Fast Track
Fast Track 100 is compiled by Fast Track, the UK's leading
research and face-to-face networking events company, which
ranks top performing private companies and entrepreneurs.
Fast Track has compiled league tables on private companies in
partnership with The Sunday Times for the last 23 years.
It publishes six other annual league table awards programmes:
		SME Export Track 100 ranks Britain's SMEs with the
fastest-growing international sales (total sales between £5m
and £25m)
		Tech Track 100 ranks Britain's private technology (TMT)
companies with the fastest-growing sales
		International Track 200 ranks Britain's mid-market private
companies with the fastest-growing international sales
(total sales greater than £25m)
		Profit Track 100 ranks Britain's private companies with the
fastest-growing profits
		Top Track 250 ranks Britain’s leading mid-market private
growth companies with the biggest sales (the next tier below
the top 100, and minimum 5% growth in sales or profits)
		Top Track 100 ranks Britain’s private companies with the
biggest sales (£750m to £27bn)
Fast Track is based in Oxford with 35 staff, and a network of 6
freelance researchers.
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